
  

 

 

  

Sprint and Hillclimb 

What is the difference? 
Sprints are organised at relatively flat 
venues, typically a race circuit or 
airfield, while hillclimbs go uphill, on 
narrower and more winding courses, 
such as the tarmac drive of a country 
estate.   
 

How does it work? 
Competitors are given the opportunity 
to walk the course beforehand, or to 
undertake a low speed convoy run.  
Then you have at one or two practice 
runs where the times don’t count in the 
results.   

Sprint and Hillclimb events have a variety of vehicles from roadgoing cars, to 
‘slicks and wings’ single seaters.  They compete one at a time, in classes, and 
try to complete the course in the quickest time possible. 

This is followed by two, sometimes 
three, competitive runs, with your best 
single time counting for class and 
overall positions. 
 
Two drivers can share a car at an event, 
so you might want to find a friend to join 
you.  You’ll get the full amount of driving 
time each, but you’ll support each other 
and have the chance to share many of 
the costs.   
It’s also a great chance to compare 
technique and times as you learn 
together. 



  

 

 

 

General:  http://www.hillclimbandsprint.co.uk/allabout.asp  

Venues: http://www.hillclimbandsprint.co.uk/venues.asp 

 

What safety equipment do I need? 
 

A helmet to a defined standard is always 
required and is the minimum level for 
Standard Cars.  There is then a rising 
scale of personal safety equipment 
through Road Cars into Modified cars, 
Sports Libre and Racing cars.  This will 
include flame resistant overalls, gloves 
and driving boots together with FHR 
(Frontal Head Restraint) in the higher 
categories. 
 
Safety requirements for vehicles have a 
similar rising scale, which is why Standard 
Cars and Road Cars are a great place to 
try out the sport as the requirements are 
minimal, including fitting a timing strut to 
break the timing beam and marking the 
battery earth lead with yellow tape. 

What do I need to do to my car?  
 

Primarily, ensure it’s well serviced and maintained for your safety and has good 
tyres, valid MOT, road tax and insurance. 
 

Do I need a competition licence? 
 
Yes you do.  A Motorsport UK RS Interclub licence is the minimum level, granted 

on successful application to Motorsport UK, with no test required.   

If you have the chance it’s 

worth visiting a Sprint or 

Hillclimb to have a look and 

talk to people already 

competing; just pick a quiet 

time to avoid peak activity. 

 

One characteristic aspect of 

Speed events is the friendly 

and sociable nature of the 

paddock, which is a major 

attraction for many people. 

Championship Coordinator 
Dave Whyman: 
dave@acsmc.com 
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