
 

 

  
 

Autotesting 
Autotesting is the art of precision car control against the clock over a 
predetermined course. Competitors must memorise the route and 
complete the course as quickly as possible without hitting markers.  
 
It’s FUN! 

Autotesting is a fun sport with a 
friendly bunch of competitors who are 
always willing to lend a helping hand 
and give advice to newcomers. 
 
You will rarely venture out of first and 
reverse gears but you will develop 
skills such as handbrake turns and J-
turns which will prove beneficial both 
in this sport and other disciplines 
should you choose to diversify. 
 

How does it work? 

Autotests usually take place on 
tarmac or grass areas such as car 
parks or smooth fields with courses 
marked out by plastic pylons or cones. 

Competitors tackle a number of 
tests, which they must memorise 
beforehand, and have a number of 
attempts at each. The driver with the 
lowest accumulated time is the 
winner. Penalties of five seconds are 
incurred for hitting cones or for 
failing to stop at a line. More severe 
penalties are incurred for taking the 
wrong route. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 



 

 

      

 
 

Types of Autotest  
 
There are two types of Autotests – Production 
Car Autotests (PCAs) and traditional 
Autotests. 
 
As the name suggests, PCAs only permit 
production road-going cars and passengers 
must also be carried. Drivers can be aged 
14+. 
 
Traditional Autotests permit a wide variety of 
cars – this is the realm of the super-fast and 
agile ‘Specials’. Drivers must be aged 16+ and 
no passengers are allowed. 
 
Events are class based so you can gauge your 
performance against similar vehicles. 
 

Do I need a licence?  
 
You don’t need a road licence, but you’ll need a  
Motorsport UK RS Clubman licence (free of  
charge) and this is also valid for Regional Championships such as ACSMC.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Go to some events and chat 
with some of the competitors 
and organisers. They will be 
happy to answer any 
questions you have and talk 
you through everything you 
need to know. 

What kind of car do I need?  
 
Cars can vary from standard road-going cars to 
Autotest ‘specials’. Most people start in standard 
road cars and build their experience from there. 
Smaller, more agile cars tend to be more suitable 
for Autotesting…but there’s nothing stopping you 
from using an estate! Events are class based and 
are usually defined by engine capacity as well as 
whether a vehicle is front/rear/four-wheel drive. 

Championship Coordinator 
Peter Cox: 
peter@acsmc.com 

The Regulations for Autotest are in The Motorsport UK Yearbook (Blue Book) 

section M.  https://www.motorsportuk.org/resource-centre/yearbook/ 
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