
With jingle bells ringing in 

the air and everyone excit-

edly looking forward to 

Christmas I thought I would 

take this opportunity to stop 

being Scrooge and do this 

final bulletin for 2016, I’m 

sure you’re  all waiting with 

baited breath to know how 

the nail-biter of a final round 

went. 

it was a cold start to the day 

in a windswept Rockingham 

which in fairness is nothing 

new for the place. after a 

quick bat change into my 

racing suit (there’s nothing 

like a fireproof suit to warm 

you up) it was off to the 

drivers briefing. Now I nor-

mally don’t mention the 

drivers briefing, after all alt-

hough it’s a good chance to 

catch up with friends there’s 

not much to say about it, 

after all it’s a formality to get 

through so you can get 

down to the fun stuff.   

However, in this case I have to mention this 

one as it made me smile, after all I have never 

been to a briefing where you’re told to drive 

the first couple of stages slowly and learn 

them because after all its not a race! 

So with that warning in mind Steve and I went 

and lined up and after a few minutes we were 

off. Steve took the first couple of chicanes 

nice and steadily as we got used to the condi-

tions, as we went into the chicane on turn one 

we were all lined up for the exit when the car 

slid sideways into the rather immovable tyre 

wall leaving us with a badly damaged drivers 

front side and e talking a couple of octaves 

higher—but hey at least we proved the HANS 

worked!  After a quick stop to pull and bend 

the wing away from the wheel we set off again 

with the headlight flopping around like a bro-

ken limb (although not for long before it fell 

off) we limped home. we did try a second 

stage but sadly the steering was so badly dam-

aged it wasn't worth the risk so we called it a 

day. 

Sadly Chris Surman didn't make it to the event 

so the only other championship contender 

was the dynamic duo of Paul King/Alicia Miles.  

      

That’s All Folks!! 
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Paul and Alicia are big fans of Rockingham and 

this year they were having a great run making it 

look oh so easy and putting in a great run 

throughout the two days and holding some se-

rious competition. 

I was a bit disappointed not to be offered my 

usual slice of cake by Alicia although in fairness 

we didn't hang around too long for the offer to 

be made (it was a choice between staying to 

watch and sleeping in a cold lorry on the Satur-

day night or heading home to the pub and a 

warm bed - and I’m sure you can all guess 

which option I went with). I haven't asked Paul 

how the rally went as I need to get this bulletin 

done and get back to work building my business  

(and with a bit of blatant advertising if anyone 

needs a fire safety consultant please let me 

know, we do special rally rates) but Paul and 

Alicia finished 4th overall so I’m guessing they 

had a great time. Whilst Paul’s position in the 

championship was secured it was a nail biter for 

Lil as a better podium place was up for grabs 

and it gave some excitement to the end of the 

championship. So, with it all over lets put you 

out of your misery and tell you the provisional 

results. So in true competition style we’ll start 

with the classes in reverse order. 

Class A only saw a couple of entries. Dean 

Gung Ho’ Whittington was a little bit of a late 

entry into the championship - after being forces 

to enter before the TSH stages on the threat of 

me not co-driving for him if he didn’t This 

meant that Derek Looker (who had been talk-

ing of retiring) had some competition this year. 
We haven't seen either of them out much this 

year and I was waiting for some last minute bat-

tle but alas it was not to be. Dean played his 

jokers well finishing both of the events which 

tied up the class for him. So 2nd Driver in Class 

A goes to Derek Looker and First in Class goes 

to Dean Whittington. 

Class A Co-Driver only had one entry which 

was probably a bit of relief for Kieran Belcher 

as he is also away studying so hasn't had much 

time for rallying. However it was enough to 

prove the saying you have to be in it to win it 

and Kieran takes first in Class. 

 

Class B saw a bit more of a challenge taking 

place with more entries in the class. So we’ll 

start with the Class B drivers awards. Roger 

Ray had a blinding year but we’ll come to him 

later. Matthew Arnold entered Class B for the 

first time since I’ve been running the champion-

ship and we saw him out at the start of the year 

competing Goodwood with high hopes but alas 

he was not to finish and sadly we didn’t see him 

or Richard his Co-Driver back out again all 

year. Hopefully they’ll be back out next year to 

prove their worth. 3rd in Class B Driver goes 

to Matthew Arnold. 

2nd in Class B Driver goes to Charles Johnston. 

Charles wasn't out much for the year only com-

peting two rallies however when he and Kieran 
went out they gave a good performance finish-

ing both events. Hopefully they’re getting the 

bug and we will see more of them. 

1st in Class B Driver goes to a man I often see 

out and every time I see him he’s smiling (even 

after the crash at Abingdon I’m sure he was still 

smiling). Its always good to see competitors re-

turning year after year to enter into the cham-

pionship  and I’m looking forward to seeing him 

and Sharon out again next year. So 1st in class 

goes to John Mills. 
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Onto Class B Co-Drivers. Now Class B is 

unique in this years championship as it’s the on-

ly class where all the entrants were part of a 

team (unlike other classes where there were 

driver only entries which could mix up the 

awards) and as such I have already mentioned 

the class winners in the blog about the drivers 
which is bad because I have little else to say but 

it also annoys me when you attend the awards 

ceremony for an event and the co-driver is 

mentioned more as a sideline to the driver. 

However I will say that without co-drivers it 

wouldn't be rallying just sprints. so to wrap this 

up with my apologies for not saying more about 

each of you 3rd in Class B Co-Driver goes to 

Richard Arnold, 2nd in Class B goes to Kieran 

Belcher and 1st in Class B goes to Sharon Mills. 

 

3rd in Class C Driver goes to Bill Stewart. We 

haven't seen Bill out this much with him only 

competing two events however you have to 

wonder if that was the plan as they were both 

his joker rounds. This was enough to give him 

the needed boost to secure 3rd. Hopefully we’ll 

see more of him next year. 

2nd in Class C Driver goes to a man who 

seems to laugh all the way around the events 

and who told me he was stopping after TSH to 

work on a new car (but actually came out to 

Abingdon which gave him the chance to laugh at 

us sat in the stage out of petrol). I’m looking 

forward to seeing the new mean machine out 

on the stages next year. So 2nd in Class driver 

goes to Dave Hockaday. 

1st in Class C is an example of how having sole 

drivers in the championship can adjust the posi-

tions. the winner of Class C was part of a father 

son team yet his son has a podium finish. This 

man is always a pleasure to see on the stages, 

happy to chat in service and more than willing 

to take the piss out of me given the chance. We 

didn't’ see him out after Down Ampney and I’m 

pretty sure he told me the reason (something 

to do with a damaged car I think) but I’m hop-

ing next year the Aslett team will be back out in 

its usual style. So 1st in Class C Driver goes to 

Rob Aslett. 

 Moving on to Class C Co-Drivers. Now 

you have to bear with me as I’m doing this 

on my laptop so I have to keep flicking from 

one page to another so this will be a bit 

slower to write. 3rd in Class C Co-Driver 

goes to a man who’s team had a couple of 

rallies in the UK before fulfilling their plan to 

go and cause mayhem in Foreign Fields, 

where admittedly they seem to have been 

having great fun so you have to wonder 

what next years challenge will be to keep 

going with their been there done that ap-

proach. I cant wait to see what next year 

has in store and hopefully we will see them 

back in the UK a bit more. 3rd in Class C is 

Ben Greenfield. 

2nd in Class C Co-Driver again goes to 

someone we haven't seen too much of this 

year. She hasn't been out and about much 

taking on two rounds with her regular driv-

er Bill Stewart  and getting to finish both 

rounds as joker rounds. I don’t have much 

else to say except that hopefully we will see 

her more next year. So 2nd in Class goes to 

Caroline Brampton. Which leaves 1st in 

Class C which is awarded to another man 

who is overly happy when in a rally car, 

even when Dave is busy hitting things, hope-

fully he’ll be back out next year. The Class 

wing goes to Steve Frost. 

Class D now then. 3rd in class Driver goes 

to a man who entered the championship for 

the first time this year and then after the 

first two rounds  was not out again. I’m not 

sure what his plans are for 2017, perhaps 

he’ll be out to challenge for the class win. 

3rd in Class goes to Richard Weaver. 

The battle for 2nd and 1st in Class came 

down to a 1 point difference. We haven't 

seen much of John Rutter out on the stages 

but when he was out in style, finishing all 

rallies he entered including getting a 2nd in  



Class at Abingdon. Sadly it left him one point 

short though and he was pipped at the post re-

sulting in him getting 2nd in Class. 

1st in Class went to Alastair Flack. We haven't 

seen much of Alastair this much although I did 

seem him in Jersey. Now I know the TR7 is a bit 

wide and the Jersey lanes are  narrow but I’m 

not sure there’s a need to use a service van for 

the Recce!  however I can hardly take the Mi-

chael seeing as he finished the rally and I ended 

up sitting on the side of the road. And of 

course I must thank Alastair for sponsoring the 

championship for yet another year 

Class D Co-driver isn't much of a battle really 

as there were only two contenders in the class 

and one of them got a podium place. the win-

ning Co-Driver was out for his first year in the 

championship and although they only managed 

two events I’m hoping we’ll get to see more of 

them out next year. So 1st in Class D Co-

Driver goes to James Pink. 

And last but not least Class E. 3rd in Class E 

Driver goes to Steve Furzeland. Steve hasn't 

been having that bad a year but he has been 

swapping between the Subaru and the Escort 

this year which has meant a lot of class swap-

ping which I’m guessing had some impact on his 

class position—but if you’re having fun then 

that’s the most important thing! 

2nd and 1st in In Class E  was another close 

battel with only one point making the differ-

ence. 2nd in class goes to one of our new Jersey 

contenders. This year saw the Island coming 

back into the championship and its received 

some great support from the Islanders so its 

nice to see one of their members in the awards. 

After their major crash on the Jersey Rally I 

hope they get the car rebuilt and we get to see 

them next year. 2nd in Class E Driver goes to 

Neil Cotillard.  

First in Class E goes to a good friend who 

emailed me just before Bovington to announce 

that he had decided to enter most of the cham-

pionship rounds so he’d decided to take a shot. 

As long as I’ve known him he’s always been im-

pressive behind the wheel so I knew it would 

make the championship more of a battle ground 
and this proves its always worth spending a ten-

ner to have a go because you never know what 

will happen. 1st in Class E driver goes to Gary 

Le Coadou. 

Moving on. 3rd in Class E Co-Driver is yet an-

other example of the difference that can hap-

pen when you get sole drivers entering. After 

taking first in class last year we only saw him 

out for two events both of which they complet-

ed so I’m not sure why we didn’t get to see 

more of them this year. Next year may be a 

different story altogether but for this year 3rd 

in class E Co-Driver goes to John Flippance. 

2nd in Class  goes to one of our regular win-

ners although like her husband she has been 

swapping from the Subaru to the Escort this 

year. 2nd in Class goes to Yvonne Furzeland. 

1st in Class E goes to a man who I’m happy to 

say is on the road to recovery after their big 

crash in Jersey this year and who I am still try-

ing to persuade to forgive me for calling him 

Helen, after all anyone can make a mistake! 

He’s one of our first time Jersey competitors 

who supporting the championships move into 

Jersey. So first in Class E Co-Driver goes to 

Helier Lucas. 

So finally (yes you can breath a sigh of relief its 

nearly over) the Podium places. 3rd overall 

driver goes to the man who totally destroyed 

his car at Abingdon but not being one to give 

up rebuilt his back up and got back into it. Sadly 

despite lot of cajoling he wasn't able to make it 

to Jersey and had to pull out of Rockingham 

where I was hoping to see a bit of a battle. 

Hopefully next year we’ll see him out again bat-

tling for the win. 3rd overall driver goes to 

Chris Surman. 
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So with Chris not making it to Rockingham 2nd 

overall Driver was secured by the man who is 

always smiling whenever he’s out in his grey 

pocket rocket. It was also good to see him back 

out in Jersey albeit without his regular co-

driver, and you have to admire his ability for 

long term planning after he was seen at Rock-
ingham teaching his god-daughter how to co-

drive, although I think he should wait until she 

can at least do the belts up! 2nd overall Driver 

goes to Paul King. 

so to the Co-drivers. 3rd overall Co-Driver 

goes to a young man who keeps co-driving for 

his father no matter how many solid things they 

bounce off! I haven't had a chance to speak to 

him much but I understand from his Dad he’s 

happy sitting in the silly seat so I would expect 

we will be seeing more of him next year push-

ing his dad for the overall win, but for this year 

3rd overall Co-driver goes to Ashley Aslett. 

And Ashley was pipped to second overall by 

this young lady who has been taking time out 

from rallying to pursue a much more dangerous 

hobby, bringing up young Torah. On the odd 

occasions she has been out competing it has 

been fun watching young Torah pinching her 

seat. The battle for 2nd place came right down 

to the wire with a finish being required at Rock-

ingham to pinch 2nd overall at the last minute. 

Hopefully we will be seeing more of Lil out 

competing next year, if only to reintroduce the 

giant cake supplies she brings to events as well 

as her ability to take the mick out of everyone 

and give as good as she gets (plus she’s a much 

faster with than mine so she’s handy to have 

defending me!). 2nd overall goes to Alicia Miles. 

So here we are at the big ones. Now its always 
nice to see different people winning events and 

championships each year, it gives the hope that 

there’s a chance for anyone to win if you give it 

a go and fight hard, and it makes me even happi-

er to see the ‘little guy’ kick ass (no offence 

meant). In 2015 I was fortunate to Co-Drive 

Steve Beck through his first year of rallying to 

secure the win. Last year it was the new team 

to the championship of Barney Lower/Ben 

Greenfield who battle through to take the win. 

 

 This year it is the first year for a father/son 

team to come into rallying for their first 

year together, and then to make it even 

more of a challenge they came out in a Class 

B Fiesta and took the big guns on! It was 

always a pleasure to be on the stages with 

them, it really did start to seem like nothing 
could faze them, even when the champion-

ship co-ordinator was unable to get his driv-

er to get out of the way and let them pass. 

They’ve put in a tremendous battle this year 

and the engine somehow always seemed to 

appear clean and shiny! So with a big well 

done from us all and with the hope that we 

will see them out next year defending their 

new title I am happy to announce that  the  

 

ACSMC Championship 2017 

First Overall Driver and Co-

Driver goes to Roger and Camer-

on Ray. 

 

So I guess that all that’s left for me to say is 

to wish a very Merry Christmas to you all 

and a Happy New Year. I hope you all have 

a good rest and I will see you at Brands 

Hatch in January 2017. So a big thankyou for 

taking part in the championship and I hope 

you enter next year to keep the battle inter-

esting! 

 

All the best 

Paul 

 

 


