
Well another year is here 

upon us and the ACSMC 

championship has started 

anew.  As this is my first 

bulletin I’d like to start by 

thanking Barry for all his 

hard work being the cham-

pionship coordinator for 

the last decade or so. I did-

n't think it would be too 

onerous to be the coordi-

nator when I was volun-

teered for the role but in 

truth up to this point I’ve 

got through two comput-

ers and lost what little hair 

I had left trying to under-

stand Microsoft office. 
 

So the first round of the 

championship took  place 

at this years South Down 

stages at Goodwood. As 

with every year for this 

event we weren’t disap-

pointed with the weather 

having a torrential down-

pour just before the rally 

was due to start. But then 

that’s rallying - the worse 

the weather the more fun 

it is. Steve Beck  started 

the event with his tradi-

tional error in tyre choice 

which was followed by the 

traditional spin within 100  metres of the start line 

which dropped us down to about 27th overall by the 

end of stage 1. I swear he likes making rallying as hard 

as possible but it did make for an impressive battle to 

claw our way back to fifth place before the clutch re-

lease bearing failed at the start of Stage 8.  Dean 

Thomas was also having problems with his new Diff to 

the point he was going to throw the thing over a cliff 

and start again. However with Rich Knowlton there to 

calm him down it turned out it wasn't all the diffs fault 

and a quick tyre change found him back to his usual 

pocket rocket style. A true battle then ensued be-

tween him and Paul King with Dean setting some im-

pressive stage times over the last few stages, including 

a few stage fastest.  

The class A battle for the championship was between 

Derek Looker/Kieran Belcher and James Muir/Carole 

Grimes who I’m guessing all had a good run as I’ve 

heard nothing to the contrary. James and Carole had 

the best result finishing third in class whilst Derek and 

Kieran finished 6th but a clever bit of Joker playing 
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Apart from Dean the only other contender for 

class B at this event was the team of John and 

Sharon Mills who I’m going to again presume 

had a good day finishing 36th overall and 8th in 

class. 

 

Class C saw 5 contenders taking part with   

Barney Lower/Ben Greenfield finishing 13th 

overall and 6th in class which was the highest 

place of all the contenders, they also played a 

joker for this round getting them the full 40 

points. This also means they are equal first 

overall in the championship.  Dave Hockaday/

Stephen Frost weren't far behind finishing 23rd 

overall and 10th in class, Rob and Ashley Aslett 

were only two places behind finishing 25th 

overall and 12th in class. Bill Stewart/Caroline 

Brampton were close on their heels finishing 

27th overall and 13th in class and fourth in the 

class points at the end of the first round. 

 

Class D saw Paul King/Alicia Miles out in the 

rebuilt escort after its argument with a jumping 

wall that smashed the front end in, I say jumping 

as talking to Paul he was adamant there was 

sufficient talent and it was the wall jumping in 

front of him that caused the crash. They 

seemed to have a good day without too many 

problems, even having time to set up their own 

version of a burger van during the lunch break! 

Points and are our second contenders for 

the overall lead. The only other contender 

in this class was Alistair Flack who brought 

out his TR7V8 for its 

Outing and while he had some teething 

problems I will let him tell you about it in 

his own words.  I did however see him 

coming in from one stage with a souvenir of 

the event in the form of a cone under the 

front end ! 

 

Class E saw Chris Surman suddenly taking 

part with less than a weeks notice of a run 

and no navigator! I will leave him to tell you 

how his day went later on but with the only 

other contenders in the is class Mark 

cooper/Michael Hughes failing to finish 

(although I don't know why) and a well 

played joker see Chris as the third equal 

contender for overall position at the end of 

this round. 

 

On a final point I’m thinking of bringing in a 

new unofficial award for each round of the 

championship to be known as the teddy 

award ( I will need to speak with my over-

seeing stewards to see if this can become an 

official award).It will be awarded to the 

crew or contender who does the best 

demonstration of throwing their teddy out 

of the car during an event. For Goodwood I 

give it to Dean Thomas who I spoke to after 

stage 3 and he was cursing that diff and all 

set to throw the car on the trailer and go 

home….and then he went on to win the 

rally!  Second teddy goes to me as its taking 

me 7 hours, 2 computers and some swear 

words the neighbours will never forget to 

produce this bulletin. Remember folks this is 

your newsletter so the more you tell me of 

how you’re day went the less you have to 

listen to me rambling on.  
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Alistair Flack 

 

First outing for my New TR7V8, lots of teething issues that resulted in 2 and a half spins 

in the first three stages and having to break very early and gently until the lunch break 

when we could sort the brakes. Then as we got quicker we discovered a fuel starvation 

issue so did not have a really clean run on any of the stages. Very happy to finish the 

day which was our aim for the new car and a driver that has not competed in over four 

years. To finish 19th o/a was a great result. 

 

Chris Surman 

Well good start for me it was my birthday on the 14th and I entered Goodwood well be-

fore Christmas as a present to myself. Due to the massive entry list it wasn't looking 

good for a place but out of the blue I received an email saying we just made it less than 

week before! A quick scramble to the off we decided to go for it but with no Nav due to 

half term I had to ask facebook for an answer. A young chap called Jamie Cooper 

stepped up and did a very good job, shame I didn't listen to him on SS12 and took the 

split wrong and got a stage max. But we laughed it off and carried on from dead last to 

fight on. I must say we both enjoyed the day and to finish with a trophy for 2nd in class 

was the best birthday present as I am new to the sport. 


